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Welcome Speech
by
His Excellency Ambassador Sadaaki Numata

Minasan Konnichiwa!

I would like to begin by expressing my sincere appreciation
to all the participants in this year’s national speech contest for
their hard work and courage. I know it is very stressful to
memorize a speech in a foreign language and speak in front
of a large audience. I would like to give you one word of ad-
vice: take a deep breath and relax!

It would not have been possible to hold the speech contest
today without the dedication of the Organizing Committee for
the Japanese Language Speech Contest and all the regional
committees throughout Canada. I would like to extend my
sincere gratitude to all the regional organizations. I am also
very grateful for the Japanese language teachers who have
succeeded in convincing their students to participate in the
contest today.

The participants in today’s National Speech Contest are winners of their category in one of the seven
regional speech contests that were held earlier in British Columbia, Alberta, Manitoba, Ontario, Que-
bec and Maritime. Therefore, we can say that the contestants today are the “cream of the crop” of
Japanese learners across Canada. I am very much looking forward to listening to their speeches.

Across Canada, around 20,000 people study the Japanese language. People say that Japanese is diffi-
cult to learn, especially for the people whose mother tongue is a western language such as English or
French. But I can assure you that English and French are also very hard to master for the Japanese
people.

Language is vital to deepening our understanding of other cultures. | am encouraged that so many peo-
ple are trying to master Japanese and thereby hoping to better understand Japan and Japanese culture.
If you happen to have a chance to visit or study in Japan, you will be rewarded for your patience and
your hard work by being able to communicate directly with the Japanese people.

No matter what the results of the contest, your participation is most valuable and is a considerable
achievement in itself.

Gambatte Kudasai!



Welcome Message
by
Mr. David Tsubouchi

It is a pleasure to bring greetings on behalf of the Board of Governors of York
University on the occasion of the publication of “Echoes of the Japanese Mind”. I con-
gratulate all the participants in the 17" National Japanese Speech Contest, their families,
teachers and respective educational institutions for their contribution in sharing with the
public, the Japanese language and the Japanese culture. I thank Professor Norio Ota for
his leadership and insightfulness in organizing an event that promotes academic excel-
lence while creating bridges between Japanese and Canadian culture. York University
embraces cultural diversity and is honoured to have participated.

David H. Tsubouchi

Mr. David Tsubouchi is a member of the Board of Gov-
ernors, York University and counsel at Fraser Milner
Casgrain LLP. He was a member of Markham Council
from 1988 to 1994 and a member of the Ontario Legisla-
ture from 1995 to 2003. He was successively the Minis-
ter of Community and Social Services, Minister of Con-
sumer and Commercial Relations and Solicitor General
before becoming Chair of the Management Board of
Cabinet and Minister of Culture.
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The 17" National Japanese Language Speech Contest
(Canada)
FEHthlel ¥ B RERmAR
April 2, 2006, Sunday
Vari Hall Lecture Theatre A, York University, Toronto

Programme

9:00 - 9:20 a.m. Registration (Vari Hall Foyer)
9:30 - 10:00 a.m. Welcome speech by:
Mr. Sadaaki Numata, Ambassador of Japan to Canada
Mr. David Tsubouchi, Governor, York University
Mr. Nobutaka Saiki, Executive Director, The Japan Foundation
Toronto
Introducing judges, MC, sponsors and Committee members
Explanation of the judging criteria
10:00 - 10:30 a.m. Beginners’ Category
10:30 - 11:10 a.m. Intermediate Category
11:10 - 11:30 a.m. Coffee Break (refreshments served)

11:30 - 12:00 p.m. Advanced Category

12:00 - 12:20 p.m. Open Category

12:20 - 12:40 p.m. Intermission

12:40 - 1:00 p.m. Comments by the Chief Judge
Announcement of winners and presenting prizes
Closing remark by the Chair of the Organizing Committee
End of the Contest

Flower arrangement by: Mrs. Ruth Tsujimura (Ohara Ryu)
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List of the prize winners
The 17" National Japanese Speech Contest (Canada)

75 E  Grand Prize

HAAT S EEMZESR (vyF /v T
~ L)

A round trip air ticket by McKinnon Travel
Ltd.

WIR) vav - A7 (3—7K¥)
Mr. John BAIG (York University) (Beginners’)

5558 Grand Prize Honourable Mention
—Hh S AR

Scholarship by Mitsui & Co. (Canada)

(E#) =V - V— (VT 4 y¥a-anb
T RKF)

Ms. Yoori LEE (University of British Columbia)
(Advanced)

#lfk  Beginners’
L FX S TIEANTAT
1% Prize Cannon digital camera

NTx v Y= (T IN—FRKF)
Ms. Hun Jung LEE (University of Alberta)

)tk Beginners’

(VAR Bo ab A A B N e o2
2" Prize Scholarship by Canada Planners
International Services

Ty e mad (B2 hYA—LKE)
Ms. Anna POLOSA (Universite de Montreal)

Fi#%  Intermediate

—NL  NGK¥E5:4:

1% Prize Scholarship by NGK Spark Plugs
Canada

A—KRo— Dz (FUHT - I vD)
Ms. Yidou WANG (Langara College)

% Intermediate
N xS TV H—
2" Prize Canon Printer

Y a-erra (3—7K¥)
Mr. Enrico BIANCO (York University)

#%  Advanced
—fL RUH - TS RS
1% Prize Scholarship by Honda Canada

VXL vy =D (BN A—IVRT)
Mr. Maxeme MCGOOGAN (University of Montreal)

#%  Advanced
A 2V ET ca—b—Ay YR
2" Prize Noritake Coffee Cup Set

Variv--A (3—7K¥)
Ms. Chungmin LEE (York University)
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Z4—7"2 Open
—NL v F—AR— R
1% Prize Keyboard by Yamaha Canada Music

oAF - FxE ) (=7 KRF)
Mr. Shin’ichi KITANO (York University)

H AL RSB E

Ambassador’s Special Prize

(k) VAEL R RIT (A2 YV BARET
)
Mr. Raymond DRAGAN (Ottawa Japanese Language
School) (Intermediate)

ZINE
Participation Prize
Electronic Dictionary by Mitsui & Co. (Canada)

&R
All the participants
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Beginners’ Category

Category Participants Speech Titles
Begin-
ners

Koda Kumi-san

1 Mr. Tomek ZIEMBA | FEHRRSA
Between prejudice and culture

2 Mr. John BAIG w2 ESE DI

Ms. Elizabeth Memories of speed skating

3 MURPHY AE—RR7—bDEHL
Canadian and Japanese from a Korean
perspective

4 Ms. Hun Jung LEE BEADBTRIZEAANEATZA
My Japanese teacher

5 Ms. Anna POLOSA DOBEREDEE
Korean university entrance exam day

6 Ms. Hee-Young SIM | BEIOXFi=H
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Intermediate Category

Category Participants Speech Titles
Inter-
mediate
Mr. Ben Kurosawa
1 STOCKERMANS FIEH
Mr. David Good things can happen during bad times
2 WATERMAN DHVEFICLWIEAHEEFET
The taste of Tea
3 Mr. Enrico BIANCO | 8& DKL
Distance with Japanese
4 Ms. Yidou WANG H AR A & BB %
Searching for Zen
5 Mr. Jeffery KOTYK | #Z3K&T
Honest John
6 Mr. Martin LYSY EEGY3Y
Mr. Raymond Does everyone grow old, or is it just me?
7 DRAGAN BEZELDTLED. ENEIRIEHTI D
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Open Category

Category Participants Speech Titles
Open
Memories of youth
1 Mr. John WANG MEECE (no submission)
New semi-bilingual
2 Mr. Shin’ichi KITANO [ #iLW\ES/ 1Y H L
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Welcome Dinner Reception
at
the Japanese-Canadian Cultural Center
hosted
by
the Consulate General of Japan
April 1, 2006
7:00-9:00 p.m.

The Organizing Committee is grateful to the Consulate General of Japan, Toronto
for hosting this welcome dinner reception.
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Dean, Faculty of Arts, York University
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(sitting in for Mr. Lewis MacKinnon, President, MacKinnon Travel)

Mr. Yidou Wang, Mr. Tomek Ziemba, Ms. Anna Polosa, Ms. Elizabeth Murphy,
Ms. Hun Jung Lee, Mr. John Baig, Ms. Hee—Young Sim

Mr. Ben Stockermans, Mr. Paul Save, Mr. David Waterman, Mr. Enrico Bianco
Mr. Jeffery Kotyk, Mr. Martin Lysy, Mr. Raymond Dragan

Mr. Maxime McGoogan, Ms. Brittany Domres, Ms. Chungmin Lee, Ms. Yoori Lee

Ms. Jia Jun Hou

Mr. John Wang, Mr. Shinichi Kitano
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Culture & Education Programme Coordinator
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Photo Gallery

The Editor is grateful to Ms. Yuri Anzai for providing most of the
photos.

The 17th Nation: T ——
¢ 17th National  Japanese  Language Speech Contest
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Addenda

You will find the rules and regulations for the National Japanese
Speech Contest, the evaluation criteria and a judge’s and participants’
feedback regarding this contest.

I added the editor’s notes at the end to thank many people who made
this event very successful.
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The 17" NATIONAL JAPANESE LANGUAGE SPEECH CONTEST
RULES AND REGULATIONS

Date and Time:
Sunday, April 2, 2006 9:40 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Place:
Vari Hall Lecture Theatre A, York University
4700 Keele Street, Toronto, Ontario M3J 1P3
(416) 736-2100 x88750

Hosted by:
The Organizing Committee for the 17" National Japanese Language Speech Contest

Funded by:
The Japan Foundation (Tokyo and Toronto)

In collaboration with:
Embassy and Consulates General of Japan in Canada, York University, Organizing
Committees for the Regional Japanese Speech Contests, corporations (to be listed)

Qualifications:

To qualify, applicants must satisfy all of the following criteria:

(1) Applicants must be over 18 years old and not be a high school student;

(2) Japanese must not be the native language of the applicant;

(3) Applicants must be 1% place winners of the Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced or
Open (but not High School) levels at the local Japanese Language Speech Contest
hosted by the Embassy or Consulates General of Japan in Canada held no longer
than 3 months prior to the National Speech Contest; however, if a 1* place winner
does not apply, the 2" place winner may be eligible to enter upon recommendation
of the Organizing Committee of the local level contest;

(4) Applicants who have competed in previous National Japanese Speech Contests
may not participate in the same or lower level; and

(5) As a general rule, applicants must presently be studying Japanese at an educational

institution by the local Speech Contest Organization Committee; however, those
who are deemed qualified by the local Organizing Committee according to the
following CATEGORIES and their criteria are eligible to compete.

Categories:

Criteria for eligibility are as follows, but if any questions arise regarding contestants’
qualifications, the Embassy and Consulates General of Japan and local and national
Speech Organizing Committee’ decision will be final.

(1) Beginner Level
Applicants for this level:
(1) must not have a parent who is a native speaker of Japanese;
(11) must have studied the Japanese language for less than 130 hours; and
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(ii1) must not have stayed in Japan for more than a total of three months from the
age of six.

(2) Intermediate
Applicants for this level:
(1) must not have a parent who is a native speaker of Japanese;
(i1) must have studied the Japanese language for less than 350 hours; and
(ii1) must not have stayed in Japan for more than a total of six months from the
age of six.

(3) Advanced
Applicants for this level:
(1) must not have a parent who is a native speaker of Japanese;
(i1) there is no limit on the hours of study; and
(ii1) must not have stayed in Japan for more than a total of six months from the
age of six.
(4) Open
Applicants for this level:
(1) both or either of the parents may be native speakers of Japanese;
(i1) there is no limit on the hours of study; and
(ii1) there are no restrictions on length of stay in Japan.

Speech Titles and Content:

(1) Contestants are free to choose the title and subject of their speeches.

(2) Speeches must be written by the contestants themselves.
(1) If the contestants read entirely from their scripts, they will be subject to
penalty points.
(i1) Contestants must submit a copy of their speech to the Organizing Committee
prior to the contest. Small disparities between the written copy and the speech
will not be subject to penalty as long as the contest is the same.

(3) Length of speech:
Beginners: 3 minutes
Intermediate: 4 minutes

Advanced & Open: 5 minutes
Note: Those who substantially exceed the above limits will be subject to penalty points.

Judges and Criteria:
(1) There will be a panel of seven judges composed of individuals involved in various
activities relating to Japan.
(2) Points will be assessed according to content, organization, presentation, pronun-
ciation, and grammar. (See attached evaluation sheet.)

Certificates and Prizes: TBA
(1) Top winners in each category will be awarded prizes and certificates.
(2) Other contestants will receive participation awards.
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National Japanese Language Speech Contest (Canada)

SEAHUE  Evaluation Criteria

PR [k ] (k] [ %] [(A—7]
Class : Beginners Intermediate Advanced Open
3%/ Point 5 45 4 35 3 25 2 15 1
7~ Evaluation Excellent ~ Very Good Good Fair Poor

AT x4 Evaluation Categories and Criteria

1. W% G HHS Tk W) S ] _/5
Content: Originality Interest Appeal Appropriateness
2. Rk gl i B BBV FLFED] _/5
Organization: Distribution ~ Argument Logic Balance Coherence
3. & O REAY SR FIGHY e ) S
Presentation: Communicative Effective  Impressive  Attitude Appropriateness
ks HRE s RO/ _/5
Clarity Familiarization Fluency Time Distribution
4. FE (& - BRE e Ao /9 x
Pronunciation:  Long/Short Vowel =~ Geminate Syllabic Nasal Palatalization
A - MR Gk VA BARE] _ /5
Voicing Intonation ~ Accentuation Naturalness
5. ik (& 3C e FE 1EfE S Y E] _ /5
Grammar: Structure Expression Vocabulary = Accuracy Appropriateness
fRtR 25
Total Point
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Feedback from Professor Yoshio Masui
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Feedback from participants

Hello Mr. Ota,

I just wanted to say that the speech contest was a fantastic experience, and that it was really
great to see how much the general level was high. The sushi was also great!

Also, I think the volunteer did a great job for those two days since I always kind of felt taken
cared of.

Again, thank you very much,

Maxime Mc Googan

Dear Professor A HH,

It was very kind of you to post Miss Anzai's photos on the Buna Arts web page. I had meant to
bring my camera to the competition, but in the excitement of going to Toronto, I left it behind
by mistake. Fortunately, the web page provides me with photos from the Saturday night Japa-
nese Cultural Centre reception that I can show my family. The web posting is yet another exam-
ple of the thoroughness and thoughtfulness with which you executed your role as Chair of the
contest's Organizing Committee. You are to be commended for all your efforts.

Many thanks,
Ray Dragan

P.S. Please extend my thanks to Miss Anzai as well.

Dear Professor A HH,

I hope you were able to catch up on your sleep last night. The work of a university professor is
never done, but having to organize a National Japanese Language Speech Contest must cer-
tainly have been extra-taxing on your time and energy resources. [ would just like to say that |
was very impressed with the way in which the contest was organized, and that all your efforts
were greatly appreciated by myself and everyone else participating in the contest. In short, I had
a wonderful time and was honoured to be a part of the event.

Thank you, and all the best for your teaching ventures overseas this summer.

Sincerely,
Ray Dragan
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Feedback from participants (cont.)

Dear Organizing Committee, Sponsors and Judges of the 17th NJSC,
Hi, this is Yoori Lee.

I just found this e-mail did not reach some of you for some reason, so here | am sending it
again.

I wanted to say that | just got home safely and thank you for your generosity and time spent.
Not to mention the prize, |1 was so honoured to be invited to such an awesome event.

Through this invaluable experience at NJSC, not only | have had deeper interest in Japanese
language and culture, but also | have gained confidence in public speaking. (By the way, if you
have any comment or advice on my speech, please let me know.)

Also | was thrilled to meet Japanese language learners from other provinces.

Once again, thank you for everything.

(I'am not sure if the font will work in Japanese, but I will try it anyways.
FILICHOINEITIVE L, 2L ENAIEY £7, )

Sincerely,

Yoori Lee
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Editor’s Notes

I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude and appreciation to Mr. Nobutaka Saiki, Director, the Japan Founda-
tion, Toronto, for his suggestion and encouragement to publish this collection of the speeches presented at the 17th
National Japanese Speech Contest, held at York University, Toronto, on April 2, 2006. | was supposed to complete
this project by the end of August , 2006, but for various reasons, both official and personal, it took almost one year
to complete it. | would like to apologize to Mr. Saiki and the participants of the contest for the delay.

The publication of this collection is funded by the Japan Foundation and Mitsui & Co. (Canada) Ltd. | would like
to thank both organizations for their generous support.

This contest was a very memorable one, first because Ambassador Sadaaki Numata not only gave a welcome
speech, but also acted as the chief judge; second, because Mr. David Tsubouchi, a member of the Board of Gover-
nors, York University, previously the Minister of Community and Social Services, Minister of Consumer and
Commercial Relations and Solicitor General, Chair of the Management Board of Cabinet and Minister of Culture,
also gave a welcome speech. Professor Lorna Marsden, President and Vice Chancellor, York University, made an
unannounced visit early in the morning to greet Ambassador Numata and Mr. Tsubouchi, and stayed to hear their
welcome speeches. | was very impressed with her visit and appreciated her effort in welcoming these high-profile
guests.

Mr. Hisao Yamaguchi, Consul General of Japan, Toronto, was very generous in hosting the welcome dinner recep-
tion at the Japan Information Centre, located in the Japanese-Canadian Cultural Centrre, on the night before the
contest. Unfortunately, Mr. Yamaguchi was not available on that day, but Mr. Masaaki Takada, Deputy Consul
General and Mr. Kazunori Kawada, Director, the Japan Information Centre, hosted the event. Mr. Takada gave a
welcome speech. Professor Sheila Embleton, Vice President Academic, represented York University to give a
welcome speech. Professor Robert Drummond, Dean, Faculty of Arts, and Professor Peter Avery, Chair, Depart-
ment of Languages, Literatures and Linguistics, also attended the reception with their spouses. We were pleased to
have Mr. Keiichi Kato, Vice President, Mitsui and Co. (Canada) Ltd., Mr. Toru Kubota, Deputy Director, the Ja-
pan Foundation, Toronto, Mr. Tanaka Tatsuo, President, NGK Spark Plugs Canada Ltd., Ms. Beverly Ohashi, Prin-
cipal, Earl Haig Secondary School, among other guests. Professor and Mrs. Yoshio Masui, Ms. Yoko Udagawa
and Ms. Alison Devine were present among the judges. All the participants attended this reception and enjoyed the
delicious sushi.

I would like to express my sincere appreciation to the corporate donors for their generous donations of scholarships
and prizes. Mitsui and Co. (Canada) Ltd. has been the largest corporate donor for the National Japanese Speech
Contest every year. Mr. Lewis MacKinnon, President, MacKinnon Travel Ltd., took care of all the flight arrange-
ments for the participants and donated a round-trip air ticket as the grand prize two years in a row. Ms. Chiaki
Ishihara agreed to be a judge and aired the contest in her “Wai Wai Wide’ program on Japanese TV.

Special thanks go to Mr. Kazunari Yokoyama, Consul, Consulate General of Japan, Toronto, and Ms. Noriko
Saito, Program Officer, the Japan Foundation, Toronto, who acted as the liaison officers to assist us immensely.
Without their support and assistance this event would not have been possible.

I would like to thank the committee members and student assistants for their excellent work. Ms. Yuri Carolyn
Anzai, MC, was most helpful in providing photos. | am also very grateful to Ms. Sharon Benson, Coordinator,
York University Printing Services, for her advice and excellent service.

Corrections of errors in the speeches are kept minimal to obvious ones.

I hope you enjoy reading this collection of the excellent speeches presented at the 17th National Japanese Speech
Contest.

Norio Ota
March 5, 2007
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