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Welcome Message by the Consul-General of Japan

I am extremely pleased to welcome the 25th Anniversary of the
Ontario Japanese Speech Contest. This contest, as the largest
Japanese language speech contest in Ontario, has been held over
a quarter of a century and has become a local tradition. It might
indeed even be called an annual opportunity for students of
Japanese to enjoy the limelight.

I was able to hear the speeches until the end of the
contest this year, and | was both pleased and impressed not only
by the fluency of the contestants in Japanese, but also by the
creative and sophisticated contents of the speeches. | was able to
understand fully the contestants’ high level of interest in Japan
through how passionately they spoke on the uniqueness of the country and its differences
with other nations.

A language is inseparably associated with that country’s politics, economy,
society and culture. It is also a vehicle of values held by the people of that country.

I sincerely hope that this contest will continue to be held in the future, and that
the number of students who aspire to compete in it will increase.

Lastly, I would like to express my gratitude to the members of the Organizing
Committee for the Ontario Japanese Speech Contest, as well as my heartfelt thanks to the
sponsors who have graciously supported this contest.

Koichi Kawakami
Consul-General of Japan in Toronto
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Judges, Organizing Committee and Assistants

Judges

Chief Judge:

Professor James Tiessen, International Business Director, McMaster University

Judges:
Ms. Caitilin Griffiths, Instructor, Ryerson University

Mr. Keiichi Kato, Vice-President, Mitsui & Co. (Canada) Ltd.

Mr. Kazunori Kawada, Consul and the Director of the Japan Information Centre,

Consulate-General of Japan
Ms.Yumi Nishio, Chief Editor of “bits” magazine, Bits Box

Committee Members

Chair:
Yabuki-Soh, Noriko (Chair-York University)

Howe, Hiromi (Toronto Japanese Language School)
Inutsuka, Kumiko (McMaster University))
Komuro-Lee, Ikuko (University of Toronto)
Maruoka, Akiko (University of Waterloo)

Committee Supporters

Yonemori, Masaki (Consulate-General of Japan in Toronto)
Tanaka, Keiko (Consulate-General of Japan in Toronto)
Kitami, Naho (The Japan Foundation)

Assistants

Devine-Tanimura, Alison (York University)
Mizuno, Kumiko (University of Toronto)
Mui, William (University of Toronto)
Naito, Yuri (University of Toronto)
Pinsan, Ivan (York University)

Poile, Yukie (University of Waterloo)
Sato, Kyoko (University of Toronto)
Sekita, Misato (University of Waterloo)
Soncina, Mike (York University)
Takasaki, Mayu (University of Toronto)
Tokui, Hanae (University of Waterloo)
Wang, Roy (York University)

(Alphabetical order)

(Alphabetical order)

(Alphabetical order)



Supporters and Sponsors

Supported by:
Consulate-General of Japan in Toronto
The Japan Foundation

Sponsored by:
Asian Institute at University of Toronto
Association of Japanese Canadian Businessman
Canada Planners International Services Inc.
Canon Canada Inc.
Gujo Odori in Toronto 2007
Honda Canada Inc.
James Moto Enterprises Inc.
Japan Communications Inc.
Japan National Tourist Organization
Mitsui & Co. (Canada) Ltd.
NGK Spark Plugs Canada Ltd.
Nihongo Circle
Noritake Canada Ltd.,
Ozawa Canada Inc.
Show Flex International Inc.
Subaru Canada, Inc.
Toyota Canada Inc.
Toyota Tsusho Canada Inc.
Tsubaki of Canada Ltd.
YAMAHA CANADA MUSIC LTD.

Yusen Air & Sea Service (Canada) Inc.

(Alphabetical order)



Beginners ##&

Programme

Name Title
1| =TI FTRF— ZlEA
Daniel Charles Asner Rice
2| 7al)—EVYRk DH>D/—hk

Ashley Bissonnette

Notes of Nou

3| TJL-IN—F L BEDOHRWNTA

Elle Burnam Mysterious Appearance
4| F -8R -G AE

Si Yu Chen For Every New Language You Speak, You Live A New Life
5| YamoEx-Uty RO BEHIE

Zhao Qi Cong The Insanity of Transportation Systems
6| vA-DvY AAXRDEE

Sharon Cook Japan's Impact
7| OvI4=— GNOLIOFSEIRE-PN

Jia Winnie Ji A Comedian in Me
8| ZF¥—r-hod AAREDEARIE

Raageen Kanjee

Modernizing the Japanese Language

9| Vx=TJ7—FL RIZIED=HIZEENDS?
Jennifer Kim Born to Become a Woman?
10 |2V IL-F L XAEDHIFIEL
Misol Kim The Cultural Bridge between Canada and Japan
11| VT -1)— FADIFEITEARDYAN X3
Jinah Lee My Favourite Japanese Culture Best 3
12 | HAEV-DY HERDEZEM
Simon Shing The Importance of Sleeping
13 | vt —H BEHTADLDL TR
Xiao Ou Sun A Precious Gift from Grandma
14 | ATV IR-R4—DF—k | AE A2 DRy
Ingrid Szijgyarto Made In Japan
15 | PV =— b3y VDFALESIEES
Anthony Tran Battling Obesity




Intermediate sk

Name Title

1|L—F-Fzx bt

Lena Chae The Mirror
2| V4T ~Fx TAHDE

Sophia Chang My Grandfather's Love
3| R—Y-Fav BAANEAFFADIAZIAZS—2 3 D&

Soohyun Cheong Japanese and Canadian: Difference in Communication
4| FZTIL-\ HLLLWBAXR . BZAELTAHSHXIE

Daniel Han Delicious Japan: A Glimpse of Culture through its Food
5|val-k TLART—2323

Julie (Jiali) He Play Station 3

a¥ar-oav
Yoo Kyung Jung

WU XAERRDEE M
The Importance of Proper Cultural Interchanges

7| 7Ak)— 20RDIRER
Sohyun (Kate) Lee Stereotype in the Age Group of 20s
8| T Ah-VFY BARDT AR ILMMEFERIEDIRR
Enrica Leung The Phenomenon of Japanese Idols Becoming Younger and Younger
9| EY—aY =P:NOY )
Billy Ng The Charm of Japan
10 | rv-Faw ERGBBOHRTRDIT-%
Zijian Qiao The Things | Have Discovered from My Common Daily Life
11 | Pa—A-5ohF%-AnLPa3a | FIIR

Joey Lauw-Kalata Soehardjojo

Please Let Me off on the Left Side of the Road

12

Fr— a2
Kathy Cheng-Chia Tang

Fho BARAN. BKR

My Dearest Japanese Friend

13

FTADRTAIVRF-RLX
Isis Tyminski Perez

RIrR—&lE...
I Wonder What Skating is...

14 | J4T4Ta EEBIELDHDLTT D
Vivienne Lu Xue Would you like Rakugo?
15| TIY>-37 FIESLLVFBAR
Evelyn Yoa Wonderful Inventions
16 | oA -2y BROI1T
Ji Won Yoon The Type of Men | Like




Advanced E#&

Name Title
R—IL - R—ASUF En7358
Paul Boyland A Dream Come True
Danr-Fzo BARDHEF
Johanna Chen A Taste of Wagashi
Oyvpyb-Fav BFER

Jeanet Cheung

The Digital Treasure Box

(D AVANY V]
Tricia Hamilton

ESLTHARANEERL=M?
Why Did You Come to Japan?

IYh o)y
Matt Keoshkerian

TORNWATATHBEHK
Digital Media Sharing Revolution

D3vEy-l)—
Jeong Min Lee

FEI AV = A e A B S
What Would You Sow?

TrvF—Ivh—Y—
Vicky McArthur

LEDRANA—RERS-UV

Whenever | See the Postcard from Hiroshima

NIVh-T7o - RYRA—)L | FE
Bart VVan Bockstaele Japanese Dressmaking
Fobky-yokaz DLESATY

Anton Zolotkov

Kind of Different




Open #—7>

Name

Title

O XNh-F7N)LE0
Shizuka Aparcero

IDEFENBI-E JzrXIT
Venezuela, The Country | Grew up in

2LV -T3—3 AE—FEEAME
Lorenzo de Lara Speaking of Speeches
3| ==L AT —=YY =X
Niel Henderson Mount Fuji
4| I)Fh-ATHE +AT+8&
Norichika Ikeda 10 People 10 Colours
5|743-F> HEBIZDONT
Linna Jin About Keigo
6| ¥ BRED Z B
Q Lee Foot Step of My Life
7V METTOREM

David (Shuang) Liu

Five Years in Akita City

VT2 A AR
Tsugumi Okabe

BARENTZDAILFv—390
Behind the Mask: A Critique of Japanese Aesthetics

A 3N
Michelle Takata

HIKIZEBLWVRIEZETLODHEH/1NTTUE
Palawan Island: An Ecological and Cultural Restoration

10

IAI— A HF%
Amy Yoshizaki

1+1=A%E
1+1=Life




List of the Participating Schools
The 25™ Ontario Japanese Speech Contest

Brock University

McMaster University

Queen’s University

Seneca College

Toronto Japanese Language School
University of Toronto

University of Waterloo

University of Western Ontario

Verity Language and Education Services

York University

(Alphabetical order)



List of the Award Winners

The 25™ Ontario Japanese Speech Contest
25 B4 &2 U AN ARGERMASZTEE &
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Page

BHEFHE  Grand Prize

Tal—--EBYRbN <> (VA—F—V—KF)

AT =HPEERE B4 : _ A 13
Mitsui Canada Award Ashley Bissonnette <Beginners> (University of Waterloo)

875 E Honourable Mention L .
&ﬁj—ﬁ}\agﬁgﬂﬁﬁé U T4y va<dig> (33— KF) 14
o TS Vivienne Lu Xue <Intermediate> (York University)

Toyota Canada Award

%k Beginners
R VAR N R s 2 VX U=V (U —F =R 15
2" Honda Canada Award Xiao Ou Sun (University of Waterloo)
8 2R RV S R AR IV xA (brr bR 16
2" Subaru Canada Award Misol Kim (University of Toronto)
FIN XY~ AT HIa—TV I Vx=Ty— - Fh (37 KF) 17
3 YAMAHA CANADA MUSIC Award Jennifer Kim (York University)

ffk Intermediate
2 B R e . e
2" Association of Japanese Canadian 2//7 - ae\;,/ rj_t (;j ) Tt A—TValr—va) 18
Businessmen (Shinki-kai) Award ljian Qiao (Verity Education)

B2 AT = A R L—7F - F= (3= K%) 19
2" Tsubaki of Canada Award Lena Chae (York University)
3" James Moto Enterprises Award Billy Ng (University of Toronto)

L #& Advanced
BINLNGK A= T Z 7 « HFHEEFE | T b yrbary (Ur—&—I—K%) 2
1% NGK Spark Plugs Canada Award Anton Zolotkov (University of Waterloo)
B 20T 0 B R~ A—A T R (3—7 KF) ’s
2" Yusen Air & Sea Services (Canada) Award Paul Boyland (York University)
AL v a—T Ly s AL Tant - Fzr (brr b AREFR) 24
3" Show Flex International Inc. Award Johanna Chen (Toronto Japanese Language School)

Z—7> Open
AN S VBT - T HE TAI— IR (T—7KF) o5
1* Noritake Canada Dinner Set Amy Yoshizaki (York University)
B2 Vx Ay atash—va s BEe | nbrY - 7T —7 (U —F—/L—K¥) 26
2" Japan Communications Award Lorenzo de Lara (University of Waterloo)
B3N T T T S — XA JUFH - ArE (hrr hKF) 27

3" Canada Planners International Services Award

Norichika Ikeda (University of Toronto)

10




List of the Award Winners
The 25th Ontario Japanese Speech Contest

%254 2 U A M AARFERTRAES

(Continued)
= EH—

i

H BEE page
TR FH Va—A FUNTH ANV YaF (RI VAL —KTF) 28
Consul General of Japan Prize Joey Lauw-Kalata Soehardjojo (McMaster University)

¥R E

Canon Canada == —& 7 oy 4 m— e D (T R UF L F Y FKF) 29
Canon Canada Humour Prize Jia Winnie Ji (University of Western Ontario)
M ENEBDCH 2 (I RIF) H SR Tk R (T AL — K 30
Gujo Hachiman Tourism Association Award Shizuka Aparcero (McMaster University)
S VB e T EENE Vg vF— vy —Y— (Try 7 K¥) 31
Noritake Canada Special Effort Prize Vicky McArthur (Brock University)
/IR 7 T SRR E vxny 7y s (UiE—H——K¥) 39
Ozawa Canada Special Prize Sharon Cook (University of Waterloo)
[E B R B A3 B Yal -k (hay bk 3
Japan National Tourist Organization Special Prize | Julie (Jiali) He (University of Toronto)
25 JEAEA 2 ) AN A ARFEF iR SR E TrY=— by T (3—7KRF) 35

25" OJSC Anniversary Prize

Anthony Tran (York University)
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Award Winning Speeches
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Guidelines

The 25th ONTARIO JAPANESE SPEECH CONTEST
1. Date and Time: Saturday, March 10, 2007, 1:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

2. Place: Medical Science Building (MS 2158), University of Toronto (north-west of Queen’s
Park Station)

3. Hosted by: Organizing Committee for the Ontario Japanese Speech Contest
(Department of East Asian Studies, University of Toronto)
Supported by: Consulate General of Japan
Japan Foundation

4. Qualifications:

All applicants must:

1) be 18 years old or over.

2) reside in Ontario.

3) have been studying Japanese as a foreign language in an educational institution (by

which the applicant is recommended) for more than 3 months.
Note: Past winners of the Grand Prize or First Prize should not participate in the
same category in which the prize was won. Learners of Japanese who have
experience in teaching Japanese either formally or informally, with or without
monetary compensation, must apply in the open category. Those who do not
currently belong to an educational institution must apply either in the advanced
or in the open category.

5. Categories:

All conditions set forth in each category must be met by the applicant.

1) Beginners
i) Neither parent of the contestant is a native speaker of Japanese.
i1) Contestant has studied Japanese for less than 130 hours (by March 10, 2007).
iii) Contestant has not stayed in Japan for more than a total of three months from the
age of six (by March 10, 2007).

2) Intermediate
i) Neither parent of the contestant is a native speaker of Japanese.
ii) Contestant has studied Japanese for less than 350 hours (by March 10, 2007).
iii) Contestant has not stayed in Japan for more than a total of six months from the
age of six (by March 10, 2007).

3) Advanced
i) Neither parent of the contestant is a native speaker of Japanese.
i1) No limit on the duration of studying Japanese.
iii) Contestant has not stayed in Japan for more than a total of three years from the
age of six (by March 10, 2007).

4) Open
i) There is no restriction on the mother tongue of the parents. One or both of
contestant's parents may be native speakers of Japanese.
i) No limit on the duration of studying Japanese.
iii) No limit on the duration of length of time spent in Japan.
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6. Regulations:
1) Contestants are free to choose the title and subject of their speeches. Preferred subjects
are those related to Canada and Japan.
2) Speeches must be written by the contestants.
3) Those who read their speeches will be subject to major penalty points.
4) Speeches must not include the name of the institution that the participant belongs
to.

7. Speech Length:
1) Three minutes in the Beginner category, and four minutes in all other categories.
2) Those who substantially exceed the above limits will be subject to penalty points.

8. Judges:
There will be a panel of five judges composed of individuals involved in various
activities relating to Japan.

9. Certificates and Prizes:
1) Top winners in each category will be awarded prizes and certificates.
2) Other contestants will receive participation awards.

10. Participation in the National Contest:
If a National Contest is held, the First Place winner in each category will be invited to
attend.

11. Application
1) Applications are only accepted by e-mail. Please send complete application forms to
0JSC2007@gmail.com no later than 5:00 pm, Wednesday, February 14, 2007 to be
eligible for the contest. Please make sure that you receive an acknowledgement via email.
Details of the contest will later be sent to each applicant’s e-mail address.
2) Representatives of the institutions that participants belong to are asked to verify
the contents of each application and fill in the “Referee’s Form’ and send it to
0JSC2007@gmail.com no later than 5:00 pm, Wednesday, February 14, 2007. If the
applicant does not belong to an institution, the applicant’s referee has to fill in and submit
the form.
3) All applications” names must be listed on the “Referee’s Form” submitted by the
representative of the applicant’s institution or the applicant’s referee.
4) The maximum number of participants for each category from each institution with
eligible students is as follows:

No. of eligible students | Beginner Intermediate | Advance Open
More than 100 3 3 2 2
50 to 99 2 2 2 2
Less than 50 1 1 1 1

5) If any questions arise regarding a contestant’s qualification, the judging committee’s
decision will be final.

6) After the contest, winners must submit a copy of their speech (with the name of the
contestant and participating category) to OJSC2007@gmail.com at their earliest
convenience.

Application form and guidelines are available at http://buna.yorku.ca/ojsc.html
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Evaluation Criteria
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Category: Beginners Intermediate Advanced Open
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1. % (A4 H S Fik W) X ) /5
Content: Originality Interest Appeal Appropriateness
2. HERK (B A1 et WmE 2 ER-=R/N /5
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3. FFE: EE ZhARHY RIEID] RERE X ]
Presentation: Communicative Effectiveness Impressive  Attitude Appropriateness
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Editor’s Notes

The OJSC organizing committee members and | are very pleased to present this
collection of the award wining speeches that were delivered at the 25th Ontario Japanese
Speech Contest. Since it was first launched in 1982, the contest has been attracting many
learners of Japanese as a foreign language (JFL) and has become one of the most
significant events for both JFL learners and those involved in JFL education in Ontario.
This meaningful event has been made possible by the generous and ongoing support of
the Consulate General of Japan in Toronto and the Japan Foundation, as well as
numerous companies, organizations, and individuals. We would like to sincerely thank
them all.

For those who participated in the contest and won a prize, congratulations again
and thank you for sending us the draft of your speech. Every year we are very much
impressed by the wide variety of topics chosen and the high quality of speeches in each
category. The collection presented here clearly tells us what learners of Japanese in
current society are feeling, thinking about, and hoping for the future — readers will want
to applaud and cheer for the learners. | am sure that everyone who reads the speeches will
feel the excitement of the day they were presented. For those who could not enter or
come to the contest this time around, we hope that reading these speeches will encourage
you to feel the enthusiasm of the participants and look forward to next year.

We greatly appreciate your continued support of this event. Thank you very much.

Noriko Yabuki-Soh
Chair, The Organizing Committee for
the Ontario Japanese Speech Contest
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